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PROTOCOLS 

I am indeed honoured to be invited as a Keynote Speaker and 

to declare this very significant event open. I had followed 

events in the industry and I can tell you categorically that the 

Digital Citizenship Summit Nigeria is worthwhile, and will 

contribute immensely to the development of the ICT sector. I 

congratulate the Chief Convener, Mr. Sola Fakorede for this 

initiative. I appeal that this event should be sustained for the 

benefit of Nigeria. 

 

I have been informed that Resources inflow Limited is an 

organizational partner for Digital Citizenship Institute USA. In 

the same vein, Digital Citizenship Summit is a global network of 

summits and projects focused on the safe, savvy and ethical 

use of social media and technology. 

 

I am informed that the aims of the Summit include, but not 

limited to the following: 

(i) To raise awareness about Digital Citizenship, as 

well as facilitate movement toward a shared vision 

for the digital future of all Nigerians; 

(ii) To develop a common language of Digital 

Citizenship; 
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(iii) To collaboratively cast a vision for Digital 

Citizenship Nigeria; and  

(iv) To unite organizations, educators, industry, 

parenting experts, and students to take part in 

meaningful conversations and take an active role 

in creating positive digital change and ensuring 

safe, savvy and ethical use of social media and 

technology on both local and global levels. 

 

I am enthusiastic that these expositions will better position the 

Summit in its efforts to improve digital citizenship in Nigeria as 

well as positioning the country towards promoting social good 

through the appropriate, responsible use of social media and 

technology. 

On our path in the Ministry of Communications, we are doing 

so much to ensure the development of the Information and 

Communications Technology industry in our country. We 

remain committed in our doggedness to address relevant issues 

despite various challenges facing the sector. 

 

 

 

I have worked with all stakeholders to provide guidance and 

direction for the sector. I am happy to inform you here today 
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that the Information and Communication Technology Roadmap 

has been approved by the Federal Executive Council. The ICT 

roadmap is a fundamental component of the Economic 

Recovery and Growth Plan (ERGP 2017 to 2020) of the Federal 

Government.  

The key components of the ICT Roadmap that we will deliver 

this year are: 

(i) Hosting of the Smart Cities Summit; 

(ii) Establishment of an ICT University; 

(iii) Establishment of a National ICT Park at the Abuja 

Technology Village; 

(iv) Establishment of a Secretariat for the implementation 

of the eGovernment master plan; 

(v) Establishment of an Electronic Document 

management system; 

(vi) A desire for State Governments to key in and 

replicate the Federal Government’s model hosted by 

GBB for shared services as a means of leveraging the 

economies of scale and reducing the cost of 

Governance; 

(vii) The creation of innovation Hubs & ICT centres across 

the country to accelerate the diversification of the 

Nigerian economy; 
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(viii) An encouragement for States to adopt the 

implementation of the Digital Jobs Initiative in their 

respective domains as a means of leveraging the 

opportunities for alternative income presented to 

Nigerian Youths across the country. 

(ix) States and Local Governments in the country to set 

up Digital centers as a means of promoting ICT 

Capacity building in the country; 

(x) Digital literacy as a minimum requirement for 

employment and promotion in the Public Service to 

be implemented in phases. 

(xi) Governments at all levels to digitize their records and 

also adopt only Nigerian software in the process; 

(xii) State Governments henceforth to comply with the 

provisions of the Guidelines for Nigerian content in 

ICT. 

The Federal Government is working towards the establishment 

of a specialized ICT Development Bank for the development of 

the ICT industry. You will agree with me that the regular banks 

cannot cater for the needs of operators in the ICT industry 

because of the time it takes to develop ICT products and 

services. 
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In present day's high-tech world, digital literacy is a 

requirement for an individual to be competitive and be best 

prepared for today’s business world of advanced technology. It 

is the ability to understand and use information in multiple 

formats from a wide range of sources when it is presented via 

computers. It came to the fore in the last decade with the 

advent of platforms and apps that have changed the way our 

world works.  

There are numerous digital applications that we cannot do 

without them today such as, Mobile Money transactions, e-

verification apps that allow people to verify the authenticity of 

drugs and other products, e-learning, online transactions, 

Health, Education, Banking, workforce, bills payments, etc. 

 

I have approved the establishment of a Digital Literacy Council 

of Nigeria for the development of a National Policy on Digital 

Literacy for the promotion of appropriate digital literacy 

guidelines and standards in Nigeria. 

The Council is expected to develop a National Digital Literacy 

Policy and Strategic Action Plan for the implementation of this 

initiative as well as identify and harness opportunities for 

partnerships. This is in order to provide digital literacy services 

to Nigerian citizens irrespective of their geographical location 

within the country. Its decisions will be implemented by the 
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Digital Literacy Management Committee under the leadership 

of the Director-General, National Information Technology 

Development Agency (NITDA). The Council is already 

deliberating on its operational methods.  

Some of the benefits include but are not limited to the 

following: 

(i) Digital literacy is a requirement for an individual to be 

competitive and be best prepared for today’s business 

world of advanced technology; 

(ii) It makes learning faster, allows everyone to study at his 

own pace, lookup words, data, facts, figures etc; 

(iii) It saves hours per month for tasks that could only be 

done offline; 

(iv) Digital literacy is a means to employment because most 

jobs today require some form of computer literacy; 

(v) It keeps people connected thereby making communication 

easy; 

(vi) It promotes e-commerce activities; and 

(vii) It educates citizens on scams that occur on digital 

platforms. 

 

I am happy to report that the National Economic Council (NEC) 

has approved a policy to harmonise right of way charges 

payable by telecom companies and related public utility 
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infrastructure on Local Governments, States and Federal 

Highways. This policy will minimize the spaces occupied, 

burden on the roads and reduce taxes payable by the telecom 

operators. On our part, we are ready to liaise with States and 

relevant stakeholders for the smooth implementation of the 

Right of Way project. 

I appreciate everyone that has found time to honour this 

important contribution to the development of our country. I 

also thank the Vice Chancellor of this University, and also the 

Chief Convener of this Summit for this initiative. 

I am here today to signify government's commitment to work 

with organizers of this Summit as we engage in important 

discussions on the evolution of Nigeria’s Digital Citizenship. We 

all have a stake in this unique project. We need to work 

together so as to seize these opportunities and deliver on the 

potentials of digitization.  

 

I will, therefore, appreciate to be acquainted with the outcome 

of this Summit. 

I thank you very much again for your warm welcome. On this 

note, ladies and gentlemen, I take the honour to formally 

declare this Digital Citizenship Summit Nigeria open. 

 
Thank you for your attention and may God bless you all. 


