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I am immensely grateful to God who has preserved us to 

witness this day and this occasion.   

In the same vein, I also deem it a great honour and pleasure 

to welcome you to the inauguration of the Project Planning 

Committee of the proposed National Information Technology 

Park/Exhibition centre.  

May I use this opportunity to express my appreciation to the 

relevant officer of this Minister and all others who played one 

role or the other to ensure the success of this event today. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, several countries in the world have 

developed innovations that moved their ICT and 

Telecommunications Industry to levels that significantly 

contributed to their economic development. One of such 

innovations is the establishment of a National Information 

Technology Park/Exhibition centre driven by the private 

sector. 

Given the Ministry’s vision to develop Nigeria’s ICT sector 

towards achieving a SMART Digital Nigeria and following my 



experiences in foreign countries where I have had the 

privilege of attending ICT engagement, we decided to initiate 

a similar project in Nigeria.  It is hoped that the project will:  

(i) Create a veritable and internationally standardize 

ICT platform which the youth, ICT innovators and 

investors can leverage to turn Nigeria into a 

renounced ICT hub and market. 

(ii) Boost  technology tourism 

(iii) Generate the much needed revenue for 

government; 

(iv) Create employment for our teaming youths 

(v) Bring about industry, growth and 

internationalization of ICT in Nigeria among 

others 

Undoubtedly, technology is recognized as a universal driver of 

industrial development. ICT parks are the best, tested and 

trusted institutional mechanism to address the needs of 

technology-intensive , knowledge-based economies globally. 

For obvious reasons, attention must therefore, shift to other 



critical sectors that can re-galvanize our economy, which, to 

the best of my knowledge, is the establishment of ICT Parks. 

 Consequently, this inauguration is indeed not only relevant 

but equally timely to enable all stakeholders chart a strategic 

and a suitable roadmap for ICT Park/Exhibition in Nigeria with 

very large and untapped potentials. Nigeria stands to reap a 

lot of benefits from the establishment of this Park/Centre in 

Abuja. 

 

Given your antecedents, I have no doubt in my mind that you 

are bringing to bear your experiences at this critical period of 

our history. I urge you to show your prowess in building 

global scalable business model for the Park/Centre. 

During this national assignment, I implore you to selflessly 

contribute your rich experience to the project.  

To guide your work over the few weeks or so, some of the 

Terms of Reference of shall include: 

(i) Preparation of a detailed business plan 

(ii) Examine a SWOT Analysis for the initiative 



(iii) Engage in an overview of Technology Parks/Centers and 

Global best practice 

(iv) Specifically identify and advice on the Status of the site 

for the proposed ICT Park/Centre at the Abuja Technology 

Village and ensure the eventual implementation of the 

project. 

I am happy that most of the members were carefully 

nominated given their pedigree and the nation expects a lot 

from you. I am confident that you will work very hard to 

make this project a reality, through the commencement of 

actual construction of site and provision of site services within 

three months from today.  

The administration of His Excellency, President Muhammadu 

Buhari (GCFR) has identified job creation as one of its cardinal 

programmes with ICT as one of the priority focus that is 

needed to drive the ‘new’ economy of our great Country away 

from the continued reliance on Oil. 

As we all know, Technology is a critical enabler required to 

liberalise and transform every economy and in order to fulfil 

this mandate, it is highly necessary that we deliberately 



deploy interventions such as this in strong collaboration with 

the private sector to seek other ways of diversifying the 

economy so as to give the necessary boost to our revenue 

generation drive. One of such ways is the reorientation of our 

youths towards an entrepreneurial mind-set. 

Research has proven that the establishment and support of 

Hubs and parks/Exhibition Centres can positively impact the 

nation’s economy. There is therefore an urgent need for an 

organized structure toward the establishment of parks; which 

would now result in economic growth and development of 

Nigeria’s ICT sector.  

For this reason, this current administration is prepared and 

ready to provide the requisite environment that will 

encourage the creation of such initiatives across the nation.  

To this end, I am pleased to inform you that the Federal 

Government is poised to support the establishment of six (6) 

regional hubs and expansion of the technology ecosystem in 

Abuja and Lagos into Super-hubs. 

 You must always remember that we must put the interest of 

our nation first in all things that we do. Nigeria needs the best 



and only the best is good enough for Nigeria. Please ensure 

that you provide progress report of your activities at least, 

once within every thirty days. It is with happiness that I 

therefore inaugurate this Committee.   

I congratulate and thank you all for accepting to serve on this 

Committee and wish you God’s guidance and wisdom. 

 

 


