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It is my pleasure to once more be present at the opening ceremonies of 

this year’s technology meet otherwise known as the Digital Africa 

Conference & Exhibition. I am particularly delighted to be part of this year’s 

edition focusing on the great achievements of ancient Africa in Science and 

Technology, in addition to charting a course for the future.

Since inception, this Conference has continued to provide Nigerian 

technology firms desirous of playing big in the emerging global economy 

the opportunity of networking with reputable international tech firms for 

partnerships and investments. This has had concomitant effects in our 

national GDP, and has boosted our country’s foreign direct investment 

portfolio.

We at the Federal Ministry of Communications strongly believe that Nigeria 

cannot have any meaningful development without a commensurate level of 

development in technology. We as a nation must begin to see the 

development and use of technology applications and tools as prerequisites 

to speedy national development. Therefore, from whichever way you look 

at it, Information and Communications Technology is very vital and pivotal 

for whatever any country wants to do in order to achieve development. 

Last year, we were all gathered here to brainstorm on how to prepare 

Africa for the imminent Fourth Industrial Revolution, taking into 

consideration that evidently, almost all over the world, technologies were 

rapidly emerging and affecting human lives in ways that show that we 

were on the verge of witnessing the Fourth Industrial Revolution, a brand 

new era that builds and extends the impact of digitization in new and 

unanticipated ways.

Only recently, Ericsson through its Ericsson ConsumerLab presented the 

seventh edition of its annual trend report: ‘The 10 Hot Consumer 
Trends for 2018 and beyond.’ In the report, a scenario was created: 

Just imagine you arriving home from work, and you wave your hand, and 

the lamp turns on, flashing the light in greeting. The home speaker begins 

to play music, but when you give it an exasperated look, it turns off. You 

make a coffee, but grimace because it's too bitter. The coffee machine 

immediately offers to add sugar or milk.
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The world will no doubt regularly witness this scenario in no distant future 

when there would be no appliance with switches and knobs, while 

the smartphone would become full of remote control apps. What it means 

is that the world is entering into a future where devices neither have 

buttons and switches nor need to be controlled digitally via your 

smartphone. In fact, this may be a necessary change, as it would be 

difficult for people to learn a new user interface for every device that gets 

connected to the Internet of Things.

Quoting the report, “Today, you have to know all the intricacies of the 

devices you use. But in the future, the devices will know you instead. For 

this to become a reality, devices must be able to relay complex human 

interaction data to cloud-based processing, and respond intuitively within 

milliseconds, increasing requirements on next-generation connectivity.”

In other words, we are going to witness a paradigm shift as consumers 

expect digital technology to increasingly operate on human terms. Body 

language, facial expression, and intonation will augment voice and touch to 

control consumer interaction with tech devices, easing adaption in an ever-

increasing pace of technological change.

Going by the scenario above, it is no longer in doubt that the resulting 

shifts and disruptions in systems mean that we now live in a time of great 

promise and great peril. The Fourth Industrial Revolution will enhance 

further connection of billions of people to digital networks, improve the 

efficiency of organizations and manage assets in ways that can help 

regenerate the natural environment. I think the Ericsson report explicitly 

attests to this expectation.

It’s an incontestable fact that Africa has the world’s oldest record of human 

technological achievement, unfortunately, only a few are aware of these 

accomplishments, as the history of Africa, beyond ancient Egypt, is seldom 

publicized. Africa, therefore, needs technological renaissance urgently as 

she is evidently lagging behind in technological advancement. And this for 

me, aptly explains the theme choice for this year’s Digital Africa Conference 

& Exhibition tagged: Africa Technology Renaissance.
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The Ministry of Communications is mandated by the Federal Government 

to promote and facilitate the development of the ICT industry and increase 

the contribution of the ICT industry to GDP; Utilize ICT to drive 

transparency in governance and improve the quality and cost effectiveness 

of public service delivery in Nigeria, among others. It is against this 

background that we, therefore, share the same vision with the organizers 

of this Conference.

Let me reiterate here that we are committed to supporting Digital Africa 

Conference & Exhibition in this laudable initiative and vision aimed at 

bridging the gap between Africa and the rest of the world in Information 

and Communications Technology. We shall continue to throw our weight 

behind this event because of the positive impact it has brought to Nigeria’s 

technology ecosystem since inception about six years ago.

Many technology Startups have emerged in the country following what 

they learnt at previous editions of the conference. New app developers and 

young innovators are on daily basis sprouting and turning the country into 

a technology hub. We are today telling this success story because Digital 

Africa Conference & Exhibition has been used as a platform to discover 

some of these talents through the demos and exhibitions that usually take 

place at the event.

The Federal Government’s campaign on encouragement of the patronage 

of locally produced goods and services is on course. We are prepared to do 

everything that will encourage international brands to come and set up 

production lines locally. In line with this, Government has shown greater 

interest on local manufacturers through three strategic executive orders, 

compelling MDAs to channel at least 40 per cent of procurement to locally-

made goods and services. 

The Government is already providing the enabling environment for 

investors to thrive and make huge Return on Investment (RoI). We are 

ready to make provision for incentives like tax holidays and production 

support. Today, power generation in the country stands at 

7000megawatts, with additional 3500MW coming soon.
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The Government had established incubation hubs in Lagos and Calabar, 

which are a private and public sector collaboration aimed at catalysing the 

ICT industry by helping Nigerian ICT entrepreneurs create successful 

businesses, support the interactions between innovations and their 

partners as well as developing indigenous skills and capabilities. We are 

committed to making the ICT sector, the 4th pillar of the nation’s economy 

in terms of contributions to the Gross Domestic Product (GDP). 

The Ministry, in pursuance of its mandate of leveraging ICT in its entire 

ramification is promoting the establishment of an ICT Development Bank 

just as we have Bank of Agriculture, Bank of Industry etc to assist in 

providing the needed funding for the ICT industry instead of depending on 

commercial banks’ charges.

Furthermore, the Ministry has reached an agreement with the Abuja 

Technology Village for the establishment of a befitting ICT Park and 

exhibition centre in Abuja. The idea behind this initiative is to develop 

Nigeria’s ICT sector towards a Smart Digital Nigeria. A prototype was 

unveiled at the just concluded Indo-Africa ICT Expo held in Lagos. The 

proposed ICT Park is multi-tenant buildings that combine the best qualities 

of functionality, user-friendliness and environmentally responsive 

architecture.

The ministry is also trying to see how she can collaborate, how she can 

partner with all of these tech companies and enterprises and, in some 

cases, with membership organizations they have in order to be able to 

create the kind of environment that makes it possible for this to happen 

seamlessly and in a way that we actually can have a multiplication or 

replication at all we are seeing today. 

To further unlock the opportunities of the tech industry, we will have to 

strengthen the ICT sector. The transformation of this sector will serve as a 

growth multiplier for other sectors in the economy.

The role of government is not to engage in the business of ICT but to 

create conducive environment for the business to thrive optimally. There 

have been suspicions and misgivings among the agencies on what their 
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roles should be. ICT is a catalyst to development, there is need for the 

country to move from resource-based economy to a robust ICT-driven one.

While we remain committed to increasing broadband penetration to 30 

percent to accelerate telephone penetration in rural areas and connect 

rural communities to economic opportunities through improved ICT 

infrastructure, the Ministry of Communications is poised to supporting 

stakeholders in the Nigeria ICT ecosystem to create and strengthen a 

national Artificial Intelligence (AI) ecosystem for sustainable development.

Let me once more assure you of Nigeria’s readiness to forge closer 

cooperation with other countries to achieve meaningful growth in the ICT 

sector. Nigeria is the fastest growing ICT market, with a young population 

endowed with capacity and innovative minds. We shall continue to open 

the market for Nigeria’s start-ups, entrepreneurs and businesses to form 

partnerships with their foreign counterparts and pitch innovative creations 

for public/commercial acceptance. 

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen, as you brainstorm in the next three 

days on how to resuscitate Africa’s dying technology interest, I urge you to 

come up with fruitful deliberations and recommendations that will launch 

the African continent back to the front seat in technology innovations and 

applications. I assure you of the Federal Government of Nigeria’s readiness 

to welcome these recommendations especially as they affect Nigeria, and 

put them to use.  

Thank you and God bless.

 

 


