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PROTOCOLS 

 

I am delighted to be here, on the last day of “Google for Nigeria” 

event, to participate in discussions on intended collaborations 

towards accelerating the digital transformation of Nigeria. 

 

I would like to start by commending the commitment of Messrs 

Google Nigeria to implement ambitious reforms and bring about 

macroeconomic stability in the context of the country’s ongoing 

Smart Digital Nigeria transition process. These efforts are bearing 

tangible results and have laid the foundation for a credible path to 

fiscal sustainability and collaboration. 

 

My presence here is a testament to the tremendous opportunity we 

have to use digital technology as a game changer for economic 

development of our great country. 

 

Nigeria has so much more to learn and gain from the digital 

revolution. A lot has changed in Nigeria since the huge wave of 

Internet and mobile adoption globally. Today, access to smart 

phones and the web is growing.  Indeed, there are about 149 

million mobile subscribers and 97 million internet users,  76% of 

them can access the internet on their phones. 

 

This Connectivity has greatly impacted the citizens’ social and 

economic lives, driving business innovation amongst Nigerian 

entrepreneurs and enterprises.  

 

Google, being one of the tech giants in computing and the web, has 

been at the centre of this digital penetration, with the popularity of  

its open platforms, powering lots of smart-phones with android and 

other digital tools.  
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The growth in adoption of these trends amongst Nigerians presents 

huge opportunities for businesses which is important for 

Government’s ambition on economic diversification. However, only 

a small number of Individuals and enterprises are currently taking 

full advantage of new digital opportunities available. 

 

It would be recalled that Messrs Google in 2016 announced its 

commitment to train One million young people in Africa in digital 

skills as part of their contribution to growing digital economy across 

Africa. Shortly, after the announcement, Google launched digital 

skills web portals in English, French and Portugese as a way to 

reach individuals in areas where physical training were unavailable. 

I look forward to where all Nigeria’s major languages would have 

web portals. 

 

It is also worthy to note that through critical partnerships and 

collaborations, support of Government and leveraging on Google’s 

strong community relationships, the goal to train one million people 

in Nigeria and Africa at large  has reached its target. The plan to 

train more Africans in digital skills in the coming year is therefore 

commendable.  

 

It is also instructive to note that the web is a driver of economic 

growth, and is transforming society as a whole. People must be 

equipped, through training and reskilling to make use of the tools 

and take advantage of it for entrepreneurship, employment and e-

inclusion.  

 

Having over one million digitally skilled young people in Africa is not 

good enough, you can do more than that. If many young people 

have the right skills, they will build businesses, create jobs and 

boost economic growth across the continent. 
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Our Ministry will continue to support the establishment of 

companies or organizations in the areas of hardware and software 

development by ensuring that they are protected through requisite 

regulations. We will assist them to grow. 

  

We have accepted that Nigeria must take the leadership role in 

Africa’s ICT ecosystem. Therefore, we are amenable to Public 

Private Partnership to drive the Ministry’s projects.  We therefore 

assert that 2017 must be a year of action.  

 

As government’s preparation for the Fourth Industrial Revolution, 

which is predicted to happen globally in the very near future, the 

Federal Government had conceived a national ICT Park and 

Exhibition Centre in the Federal Capital Territory. The establishment 

of the centre will encourage investments in the ICT sector and 

complement the ICT University which will also produce the required 

skilled manpower for the industry.  On this note, I invite Google to 

play a very active role as a partner in ensuring the successful take 

off of the ICT University of Nigeria.  

 

The Federal Government, through the Ministry of Communications 

is collaborating with the European Union to create a Digital Single 

Market in Nigeria. The size of Nigeria makes it the most lucrative 

investment destination in sub-Sahara Africa with a high return on 

investments and an emerging market that makes it one of the new 

frontiers for investments and Digital Market consideration. This 

collaboration is timely and coming at a time the ministry is making 

concerted efforts to implement its ICT Strategic Roadmap, e-

Government and Mobile Broadband Plans.  

 

I have worked with all stakeholders to provide guidance and 

direction for the sector. I am happy to inform you here today that 

the Information and Communication Technology Roadmap has 
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been approved by the Federal Executive Council. The ICT Roadmap 

is a fundamental component of the Economic Recovery and Growth 

Plan (ERGP 2017 to 2020) of the Federal Government.  

The key components of the ICT Roadmap that we will deliver this 

year are: 

 

(i) Hosting of the Smart Cities Summit, precisely on the 8th and 

9th of August, 2017 

(ii) Establishment of an ICT University 

(iii) Establishment of a National ICT Park and Exhibition Centre   

at the Abuja Technology Village 

(iv) Establishment of a secretariat for implementation of the 

eGovernment master plan 

(v) Establishment of an Electronic Document management 

system. 

 

The Federal Government also plans to initiate the establishment of 

a specialized ICT Development Bank to cater for the development 

of the ICT industry. You will agree with me that the regular banks 

cannot cater for the needs of operators in the ICT industry because 

of the time it takes to develop ICT products and services, from 

inception to market.  Government will therefore seize the 

opportunity to further leverage the evolving technological trends to 

fast track its economic development in the sector. 

 

Taking into consideration the present administration’s stance on job 

creation, revenue generation and security, this government is 

determined to leverage ICT and break its monopoly and open up 

the economy to foreign investors just as it did in the Telecom 

sector. Despite coming up with the Economic Growth and Recovery 

Plan, we are determined to actualise the content of our very 

comprehensive ICT roadmap. This is imperative for the country’s 

highly import-dependent and consumption-driven economy. This 
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administration has hinged the Economic Recovery Plans on ICTs as 

well as with fiscal and strategies policies. 

 

There is no better time to collaborate with Messrs Google Nigeria 

and to harness the benefits of ICT than now when the Nigerian 

economy is in dire need of diversification. ICT is strategic in driving 

productivity and efficiency in all sectors of the economy. Today, 

virtually all sectors leverage ICT for optimal performance. To this 

end, I charge you to key into the ministry’s mandate and 

collaborate with my Ministry.  

 

It is only logical that Government is determined not only to create 

policies and incentives but also collaborate with global tech leaders 

like Google to ensure smart digital Nigeria initiative and to make 

technology more accessible and useful to drive more businesses 

and in turn, contribute to a richer and diversified economy. 

 

I applaud Google for your just concluded “Digital Skills” project and 

enjoin you to continue in your mission to expand information 

access, develop digital skills and enrich businesses. 

I wish to thank you for inviting me to be part of this important 

discussion. I also warmly invite you to collaborate with the Ministry 

and invest more towards building a digital Nigeria and assure you 

that it would be a seamless and mutually beneficial partnership. 

I would like to end by reaffirming our commitment to work with 

you, and to assure you of the continued support of the Ministry for 

the country’s ongoing Smart digital transition process. 

Thank you for your attention and time! 

 


