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I am indeed privileged to be invited once again, as Special 
Guest of Honour and to declare this very significant event 
open. Since we had the second edition during which I was also 
present, I had followed events in the industry and I can tell you 
categorically that the ICTEL Expo is worthwhile, and has 
contributed immensely to the development of our sector. 

 

Indeed, today’s event heralds a new dawn in our collective 
gravitation towards a more connected government and a digital 
Nigerian society. Let me therefore; commend the Lagos 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (LCCI) on achieving the 
objectives of hosting the 2017 ICTEL EXPO under the present 
government. I appeal that this event should be sustained for 
the benefit of Nigeria. 
 
On our part in the Ministry of Communications, we are doing so 
much to ensure the development of Information and 
Communications Technology in our country. We remain dogged 
in our commitment to address all relevant issues facing the ICT 
Sector. 
 

The Ministry of Communications has the mandate of the 
Federal Government to promote and facilitate the development 
of the ICT industry and increase its contribution to Nigeria’s 
GDP; utilize ICT to drive transparency in governance and 
improve the quality and cost effectiveness of public service 
delivery in Nigeria, among others. We therefore, share the 
same vision with the organizers of this Conference. 

We are committed to supporting Digital Economy in its laudable 
endeavor and vision to bridge the gap between Nigeria and the 
rest of the world in Information and Communications 

Technology. We extend our goodwill to the ICTEL Expo.  

Our Ministry will continue to support the establishment of 
companies or organizations in the areas of hardware and 
software development by ensuring that they are protected 
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through regulations or other means. We will assist them to 
grow. We have accepted that Nigeria must take the leadership 
role in Africa’s ICT ecosystem. Therefore, we are amenable to 
PPP relationships to drive the Ministry’s projects.  We therefore 

assert that 2017 must be a year of action.  

As government’s preparation for the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution, which is predicted to happen globally in the very 
near future, the Federal Government had conceived a national 
ICT Park and Exhibition Centre in the Federal Capital Territory 
and other parts of the country. The establishment of the centre 
will encourage investments in the ICT sector and complement 
the proposed ICT University which will also produce the 

required skilled manpower for the industry.  

The Ministry is committed to creating a platform – through 
ICTEL 2017, where organizations and startups can pitch their 
innovative ideas. These ideas will be passed through a 
structured selection process to come up with marketable 

innovations for implementation by the Federal Government.  

Federal Government through the Ministry of Communications is 
collaborating with the European Union Commission to create a 
Digital Single Market in Nigeria. The size of Nigeria makes it the 
most lucrative investment destination in sub-Sahara Africa with 
a high return on investments and an emerging market that 
made it one of the new frontiers for investments and Digital 
Market consideration. This collaboration is timely and coming at 
a time the ministry is making concerted efforts to implement its 
ICT Strategic Roadmap, e-Government and Mobile Broadband 

Plans.  

Let me also state here that the Ministry of Communications is 
determined to diversify the economy by leveraging on ICT as 
its benefits cannot be over-emphasized. Towards this end, I 
have instructed that a committee be raised comprising the 
Ministry’s agencies and the Nigerian Computer Society on the 
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new Digital Single Market paradigm ahead of the EU/Africa 

Summit holding November 2017 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

I have worked with all stakeholders to provide guidance and 
direction for the sector. I am happy to inform you here today 
that the Information and Communications Technology 
Roadmap has been approved by the Federal Executive Council. 
The ICT Roadmap is a fundamental component of the 
Economic Recovery and Growth Plan (ERGP 2017 to 2020) of 

the Federal Government.  

The key components of the ICT Roadmap that we will deliver 

this year are: 

(i) Hosting of the Smart Cities Summit, precisely on the 8th 

and 9th of August, 2017 

(ii) Establishment of an ICT University 

(iii) Establishment of a National ICT Park and Exhibition Centre   

at the Abuja Technology Village 

(iv) Establishment of a secretariat for implementation of the 

eGovernment master plan 

(v) Establishment of an Electronic Document management 

system 

The Federal Government also plans to initiate the 
establishment of a specialized ICT Development Bank to cater 
for the development of the ICT industry. You will agree with 
me that the regular banks cannot cater for the needs of 
operators in the ICT industry because of the time it takes to 
develop ICT products and services, from inception to market.  
Government will therefore seize opportunity to further leverage 
the evolving technological trends to fast track its economic 

development in the sector. 

I am happy to note that the ICT Sector has in the past year, 
recorded landmark activities and significant achievements. The 
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environment for greater achievements has thus been created. 
Now, there is greater access to ICT and Nigerians are today 
better able to use ICT, thus integrating them into the global 
digital economy and its benefits. Although challenges still 
abound, implementation of already mapped out initiatives and 
programmes will ensure the optimal transformation of Nigeria 

to a true SMART State. 

The country was thrown into economic crisis because the 
former administration failed to open up the economy to foreign 
investors. Government is now poised to attract foreign 
investors by removing its monopoly in the provision of certain 
public infrastructure. Government is determined to leverage 
ICT and break its monopoly and open up the economy to 
foreign investors just as it did in the telecom sector. Despite 
coming up with the economic growth and recovery plan, we are 
determined to actualize the contents of our very 
comprehensive ICT Roadmap.  This, to my mind, is imperative 
for the country’s highly import-dependent and consumption-
driven economy. This administration has hinged the Economic 
Recovery plans on ICTs as well as with fiscal and strategies 

policies. 

Distinguished Ladies and gentlemen, we are in a technology-
driven World. The success of any venture without technology is 
doubtful. The Information & Communications Technology has 
become a catalyst for success in virtually all sectors of our 
economy and even in our socio-political landscape. 
 
This Government is working hard to ensure that all needed 
infrastructure are in place for the desired growth in the sector, 
thus helping our national development agenda. I will therefore, 
be glad if the Lagos Chamber of Commerce and Industry can 
mobilise the Private Sector for the needed collaboration with 
the Government so that adequate local and foreign investments 
can be sourced for the sector. I enjoin you to key into 
Government’s Economic Recovery and Growth Plan, to revive 
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the economy. I also charge you to explore the enormous 
potentials of the sector to advance the economy.  
 
Government on its part, will give the industry top priority for a 
vibrant Telecoms and ICT sector to drive and expand Nigeria’s 
national production frontiers across all sectors of the economy. 
 
I am happy to report that the National Economic Council (NEC) 
has approved a policy to harmonise right of way charges 
payable by telecom companies and related public utility 
infrastructure on Local Governments, States and Federal 
Highways. This policy will minimize the spaces occupied, 
burden on the roads and reduce taxes payable by the telecom 
operators. On our part, we are ready to liaise with States and 
relevant stakeholders for the smooth implementation of the 
Right of Way project. 
 
I appreciate everyone that has found time to honour this 
important contribution to the development of our country. I 
also thank the President and members of the Lagos Chamber 

of Commerce and Industry for this initiative. 

I am here today to signify government's commitment to work 
with you as we engage in important discussions on the evolving 
Digital economy. We all have a stake. We need to work 
together to seize these opportunities and deliver on the 
potentials of the sector.  
 
I thank you very much again for your warm welcome. On this 
note, ladies and gentlemen, I take the honour to formally 
declare this EXPO open. 
 
Thank you for your attention and God bless you. 

 

 

 


