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INAUGURAL SPEECH BY BARRISTER ABDUR-RAHEEM ADEBAYO 

SHITTU – HONOURABLE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS ON 

THE OCCASION OF INAUGURATION/INAUGURAL MEETING OF 

THE NIGEIRAN NATIONAL BROADBAND COUNCIL (NNBC) HELD 

AT MUSA YA’ADUA CENTRE, ABUJA ON WEDNESDAY 3RD MAY, 

2017 

 

Protocol 

 

 I am indeed delighted to welcome our distinguished Council members 

to the inauguration of the reconstituted Nigerian National Broadband 

Council (NNBC) holding today.  

The Nigerian National Broadband Council is expected to provide 

periodic evaluation of the progress and facilitate coordination and 

collaboration in the delivery of NNBB plan as well as highlight areas of 

programme adjustment to permit the realization of new and emerging 

opportunities.  

From inception in 2013, broadband penetration was 6% and by 2018 

we hope to achieve 30% penetration. Today, broadband penetration 

hovers around 10 – 11%. Moreover, feedback from the citizenry shows 

that Broadband access is still a challenge. This has affected our progress in 

the utilization of ICT as a tool for doing business. For instance, part of the 

challenge during JAMB registration by prospective candidates was as a 

result of slow speed and congestion of the internet. 
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The Ministry, in conjunction with the ICT stakeholders, has identified 

some key challenges mitigating against infrastructure roll-out including 

exorbitant Right of Way charges, Forex regime, inadequate Power supply 

and security of installed equipments. 

 A number of steps have been taken to address the challenges 

including cooperation with relevant MDAs, States and corporate bodies to 

secure an improved operational environment, reduce cost of infrastructure 

roll-out, improve on the security of installed equipments and facilities, 

encourage innovation and entrepreneurship as well as improve on the ease 

of doing business regime. 

 Members are therefore invited to review the status of the National 

Broadband Plan as at 2017 and suggest ways of accelerating infrastructure 

deployment to achieve the target of 30% broadband penetration by the 

year 2018. 

 Nigerians and the general public are encouraged to support 

Government in the delivery of key broadband infrastructure to the 

underserved areas especially, the rural unserved communities for improved 

socio-economic growth of the Nation. 

May I seize this opportunity to congratulate members for their 

appointments and urge you to discharge your responsibilities with utmost 

diligence in ensuring that the citizenry derives improved broadband 

penetration and quality of service, for accelerated and effective socio-

economic development in Nigeria. 

 I thank you all and wish you fruitful deliberations.    


