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PROTOCOLS.

I bring you greetings from President Muhammadu Buhari, GCFR, 

Commander-in-Chief of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

I feel greatly honoured to be invited by the organizers of this flagship 

continental technology meet to address participants at the 2018 Digital 

Africa Conference & Exhibition holding at the Shehu Musa Yar’Adua Centre, 

here in Abuja, Nigeria’s Federal Capital. 

Last year, I had the privilege of addressing this Conference on a very 

challenging theme: “Fourth Industrial Revolution: Getting Africa 
Ready.” The theme was timely as it came at a period the President 

Muhammadu Buhari-led administration was making huge efforts, providing 

the enabling environment for investment in Nigeria’s ICT sector.

Today, there are available statistics to show that Africa is no doubt, in the 

throes of a technological revolution, leapfrogging computers in favour of 

Internet connections through mobile devices. In fact, a fifth of the 

continent of Africa is now said to have access to broadband connection, a 

figure predicted to triple in the next three years.

We are all witnesses to the fact that technology, boosted by mobile 

connectivity, is spreading like wildfire across the continent. The young, the 

old, virtually everyone in every remote home in Africa now has a mobile 

phone which they use to communicate with their loved ones, family 

members and business associates. Lives of ordinary Africans are 

undergoing changes as a result of technology represented by mobile 

phones and the Internet.

From what social media platforms such as Facebook, WhatsApp, Twitter 

and their likes are doing, the technology disruptions in the financial sector, 

the revolution in the banking sector occasioned by mobile banking and 

cashless regime, the springing of tech hubs and startup incubators across 

major cities in Africa, there seems to be a renaissance of a continent 

hitherto considered technologically marginalized.
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I am delighted that the focus for this year’s Digital Africa Conference & 

Exhibition is Africa Technology Renaissance. I understand that this theme 

will further discuss the great achievements in Science and Technology of 

ancient Africa as well as chart a course for the future, bearing in mind 

that Africa has the world’s oldest record of human technological 

achievement.

In our effort at rejuvenating Africa’s interest in technology development 

and usage, we must appreciate the fact that a number of countries on the 

African continent are poised to reap the economic benefits of increased 

investment in science and technology. Investment in this sector has helped 

stimulate economic growth in regions that embrace innovative solutions as 

catalysts to accelerated development.

It has been argued that before the European invasion of Africa, medicine, 

for instance, in some African countries was more advanced than medicine 

in Europe. However, we failed to innovate, and we were overtaken by 

European and American countries. We now rely on health techs from the 

West to confront our health challenges here. We must therefore, raise our 

tertiary education standards, especially in the area of technology, if we 

must expect a boost in performance across economic sectors.

Evidently, countries like Japan, Finland, Sweden, Korea, Taiwan, Singapore, 

China and South Korea have shown how efforts to raise tertiary education 

standards can yield benefits for technological innovation. Quality tertiary 

education provides us the capacity to understand and use global 

knowledge in science and technology. Again, investment in tertiary 

education across Africa can speed the rate of technology catch-up in the 

continent and boost income.

Permit me therefore, to advocate here that governments in Africa must 

approach the continent’s technological rebirth with strong commitment. 

African countries should consider establishing special agencies that will 

steer Africa’s gradual technological rebirth. Such agencies should be 

charged with the financing of innovations, e-commerce, strategic 

management of intellectual capital and property, promotion of 

technological development through partnerships and the use of such 
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networks as knowledge bases, virtual corporations and virtual centres of 

excellence.

Africa is no doubt, showing promises of a continent ready to leverage on 

technology tools and applications to fast track her socio-economic 

development. Evidences abound! It’s been projected by the GSMA that by 

2020, Africa will have more than 700million smartphone connections- more 

than twice the projected number in North America and not far from the 

total in Europe. Yet, in Nigeria alone, it is estimated that 16 smartphones 

are sold every minute, while mobile data traffic across Africa is set to 

increase 15-fold by 2020. 

Africa’s accelerated connectivity is aided by infrastructure expansions in the 

form of upgrading and installation of submarine cables and backbone 

networks at major coastlines across the continent, aimed at boosting 

connectivity in all the nooks and crannies of Africa. Major technology firms 

such as Google, Facebook, and Microsoft are all investing heavily on 

technology connectivity in Africa.

Ladies and gentlemen, let me reiterate here that the President 

Muhammadu Buhari administration is determined to build a better future 

for Nigeria using innovations in science and technology. Already, the 

President had approved a science and technology roadmap 2017 to 2030 

to drive this initiative. We plan to strengthen the technology and innovation 

ecosystem by supporting the development of innovation hubs in 

partnership with the private sector.

Furthermore, the Federal Government would set up a Creativity and 

Technology Council to support innovation and startups in the creative 

industry. We already have an industrial and competitiveness council where 

the likes of Dangote and the bigger businesses already advise on policy. 

Whereas the creative and technology advisory council would involve people 

doing startups, creative and entertainment industry, the Industrial and 

Competitiveness Council which I chair, bigger players in the industry 

proffer solutions and advice on policies that could improve the nation’s 

business environment.
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A couple of weeks ago, I, in company of the Honourable Minister of 

Science & Technology and the DG of the National Information Technology 

Development Agency (NITDA) visited 7 technology and innovation hubs in 

different parts of Lagos, where we saw the sheer creativity of young 

Nigerians. We were completely blown off with what we saw. We were 

convinced that practically every type of enterprise in this country has been 

affected by technology and innovation.

The Federal Government recognizes that technology is imperative to 

commerce and trade in contemporary society and has collaborated with a 

number of hubs to create a seamless environment for them to thrive. We 

are currently working with such hubs as the North East Hub, which focuses 

on the use of technology and innovation to tackle the humanitarian 

challenges in North East Nigeria; the Civic Hub in Abuja; and the Climate 

Change Hub, in collaboration with the Lagos Business School.

Let me at this juncture reaffirm government’s commitment to put in place 

measures that will strengthen and create more tech startups in the 

country. We are anxious to partner with Nigeria’s tech sector to solve some 

challenges facing the country. We want to partner and work hand in hand 

with them so that we help in whatever way, in whatever difficulty that they 

have. In some cases, it might be credit; in some others, it may just be in 

creating and ensuring the right policy. 

The future of our country depends on the creativity and innovations of our 

youths. We as a government will continuously invest in that future and 

encourage our young minds to be both entrepreneurs and pacesetters. 

Technology, innovation and youth entrepreneurship cannot be ignored. 

While government is committed to stimulating growth in the economy 

through wooing offshore investors, and providing softer pads for ease of 

doing business, the government also recognises that investing in the 

country’s youth is a cardinal pathway to building sustainable growth. 

Nigeria has indeed gotten to a point where there is a high demand for its 

software developers and engineers. 

We shall continue to identify with conferences of this nature as the vision 

and mission of Digital Africa Global Consult, the organizers of this event are 

in tune with the Federal Government’s determination and commitment to 
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building a knowledge-based economy. I commend them for their relentless 

efforts annually at setting agenda for African governments on the best 

possible ways of transforming Africa’s ICT landscape.

As I welcome you to this event, I urge you to come up with solutions that 

will tackle the myriad of challenges confronting the African continent as 

well as fast track Africa’s technological rebirth. 

It is on this note that I declare this 2018 DIGITAL AFRICA CONFERENCE 

&EXHIBITION open.

Thank you and God bless the Federal Republic of Nigeria. 



7 | P a g e

 


